[Hearing loss secondary to lumbar puncture].
Hearing complaints have been described in patients after lumbar puncture, although other symptoms like headache, nausea, and dizziness can easily obscure hearing disorders. Reduced cerebrospinal fluid pressure after lumbar puncture may explain the origin of this vestibulocochlear dysfunction. Two cases of hearing loss and tinnitus that appeared hours after otherwise uncomplicated diagnostic spinal puncture are reported. The pure tone audiogram showed a 40-50 dB bilateral sensorial hearing loss in the lower frequencies. Hearing recovered and tinnitus disappeared entirely within 7-10 days. Since permanent hearing loss has been reported after diagnostic or therapeutic lumbar puncture, we should be aware of the possibility of this adverse effect.